
One of the most popular ports of call on 
Mediterranean cruises, Venice (in Italian Venezia ) 

is also regularly an over-
night stay for many 
cruise itineraries and a 
port of departure for 
others. It is an island city 
criss-crossed with a 
number of canals and is 
home to the iconic 
gondola. If you are 
planning your first 
Mediterranean cruise we 
would strongly 
recommend you selecting 
an itinerary that includes 
this marvelous city.

Where Your Ship Dock
The cruise ships dock 
primarily at the cruise 
terminal of Venice called 
Venezia Terminali Passeggeri. 
Large cruise ships tie up in 
the Marittima basin (Bacino 
Stazione Marittima), smaller 
ships tie up at the nearby San 
Basilio pier and Santa Marta 
pier. The piers are located just 
to the southwest of the 

northern entrance to The Grand Canal and to the 
west of Piazzale Roma. The larger piers are 
equipped with terminals that offer facilities and 
some shops.
 Transportation
The main city island is cut in half by The Grand 

Canal which acts as a sort of waterway main street. 
The heart of the city is centered around St. Marks 
Square (Piazza San Marco) which is the most 
popular first destination for visitors. 
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The waterfront near the Cruise pier, Alcazar castle stands above 
the city and the city Cathedral with its unfinished tower.
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Most cruise ships usually operate shuttle boats from 
the pier to docks along Riva degli Schiavoni which 
are just east of St. Marks Square in front of the 
Doge's Palace. Cost has ranged from free to $12 
round trip. Some cruise ships also provide a shuttle 
bus to Piazza Roma or take a land taxi or the People 
Mover located near the front of the first piers 
terminal. From Piazza Roma, you catch a water bus 
(vaporetto) on either Line 1 or Line 2 along the 
length of the Grand Canal to St Mark's.
Venice is a very walkable city as well and while the 
streets seem to zigzag throughout the city it is isn't 
difficult to keep your bearings. Numerous directional 
signs will point the way to the Rialto Bridge, which is 
one of two bridges across the The Grand Canal with 
additional markers pointing to St. Marks Square. The 
other bridge across The Grand Canal is a footbridge 
called the Ponte dell'Accademia located farther south 
from the Rialto.
Currency
Italy uses the Euro and US Dollars are not readily 
accepted but most major credit cards are. You will 
also see a number of ATMs.
Attractions
Just strolling thru this remarkable city is the main 
attraction with its interesting neighborhoods, historic 
architecture, famous upscale shopping streets, open-

air marketplaces and 
an endless 
assortment of 
restaurants and cafes. 
Venice is noted for 
art and architecture, 
the canals separating 
the 118 small islands 
on which it was built 
in the 5th century, its 
mask making shops, 
art glass , and of 
course Carnival. 
A few of the more 
notable mask shops 

are Atelier Marega, Calle del Scaleter, 2940/B, 
Tragicomica, Calle dei Nomboli, 2800, Carta Alta 
Venetian Masks, Sestiere Giudecca, 796, Venice 
Masks by Alberto Sarria, San Polo 777, and 
Atelier Flavia, Sestiere Castello, 6010. The glass 
factories of Venice of which the most famous is 
Murano Glass Works are located on Murano Island, 
which is actually a series of islands linked by bridges 
in the Venetian Lagoon which can be reached by 
ferries. 
Sample Tours
Guided 2 Hour 
Walking Tour of  
Venice $20. Don't 
waste time getting lost 
amid bridges and 
crowds but instead 
explore with a guide to 
discover the highlights 
and history in minimal 
time. Includes the 
Rialto Bridge , St. 
Marks Square and the 
Basilica of Santi 
Giovanni e Paolo.
Murano, Burano and Torcello Half-Day 
Sightseeing Tour $25. This sightseeing tour allows 
you to see three islands in the Venetian Lagoon in 
half a day. Visitors often visit Murano—well-known 
for its glass-blowing.
Skip the Line and Venice Walking Tour with St 
Mark's Basilica $30. Discover the awe-inspiring St. 
Mark’s Basilica in Venice without the headache of 
long lines. Head to the front of the queue with your 
expert guide.
Classic 30-Minute Gondola Ride $40. Take a classic 
guided gondola ride along the Grand Canal and watch 
the sights of this incredible city glide by.


