Ports Of Call
INTEND2TRAVEL

THE INTENTIONAL TRAVELER

•

Where To Go and What To See
On your Days In Port • More At
INTEND2TRAVEL.INFO

INTEND2TRAVEL.INFO

•

JUNE 2020

Kotor, Montinegro

The Adriatic Ports of Kotor & Dubrovnik

Dubrovnik, Croatia
The Old City of Dubrovnik is
where much of
Game of
Thrones was
filmed and
that has
greatly added
to the appeal
of this already
popular tourist
destination. A
short walk
thru this town
quickly shows
why it was selected as a
backdrop for this popular series.
Scenes from the show take in
the Pile and Ploče gates, St.
Dominika street, the high city
walls along with the Bokar
fortress and the Minčeta tower.
The sea and surrounding hills
are ruggedly beautiful and the
Old Cities massive defensive
walls and towers add a feeling
of being transported back in
time centuries.
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Transportation
The main
attraction for day
visitors is the old
city and there is
enough to do and
see to last a
couple of days.
Should you want
to go exploring
there is a good bus system in
Dubrovnik and inexpensive
fares can be purchased from the
drivers. You will need to
exchange some currency
beforehand as they only accept
cash. Taxis are available at Taxi

(HRK or K) with an exchange
rate of about 1 HRK = to
US$0.15. Credit cards a readily
accepted and there are also ATM
machines which disburse HRK.
History and Attractions

INTEND2TRAVEL.INFO
Visit our website for more travel
pages to download

In the early
1990's, after
the break-up
of
Yugoslavia,
Dubrovnik a
civil war
broke out in
the region
mostly along
ethnic and
religious
divides and
Dubrovnik
was attacked
and besieged
by Serbian
and
Montenegrin soldiers of the
Yugoslav People's Army for seven
months and suffered from
repeated artillery shellings along
with constant sniper fire. After the
new peace and the restoration
work in the early 2000s,

Visitors can take a walk along the
city walls that surrounds the Old
City. The old city is so large that the
walk takes a couple of hours with
breathtaking views of the Adriatic
Coast as well as beautiful vantage
points down on the old city. The
walls stretch over 6365 feet and
consist of the main wall, sixteen
towers, three forts, six bastions, two
corner forts (cantonatas), three prewalls with several turrets, three
moats, two barbicans, two
drawbridges and one breakwater.
Dubrovnik city walls are opened all
year-round. The busiest period of
year is the peak summer months and
busiest time of day is from 11am till 3pm. A general admission tickets cost
about US$10.00 and you can buy e-tickets ahead of time.
Lovrijenac Fortress is one of the sights that can be seen from the wall, it is
an impressive structure built on an outcropping rock. It is located just
outside the Western wall of the Old Town and is often featured in Game of
Thrones. Fort Lovrijenac or St. Lawrence
Fortress, often called "Dubrovnik's Gibraltar",
is a fortress and theater outside the western
wall of the city of Dubrovnik, 121 feet above
sea level. Famous for its plays and importance
in resisting Venetian rule, it overshadows the
two entrances to the city, from the sea and by
land. There is an admission to Fort Lovrijenac
and it can be crowded at times, so we
recommend booking a tour or buying e-tickets
ahead of time.
While the Game Of Thrones is fiction there is
a remarkable amount of real history within the
city walls.

Dubrovnik has become one of the
top tourist destinations in the
Adriatic Sea.
The Old Town of Dubrovnik was
founded in the 7th Century by
refugees from Epidaurus in
Greece and is a UNESCO World
Heritage site due to its historic
importance. As soon as you cross
over the drawbridge and enter the
Pile Gate you will find yourself
entering an ancient city that is
brimming with amazing
architecture and surrounded by
the Adriatic on one side and the
interior city walls on the other.

Republic of Ragusa - After the fall of the old Gothic Kingdom, the city
was incorporated into the Byzantine Roman Empire. Because of that even
in the medieval period, Dubrovnik still had a large Roman population.
After the Crusades, Dubrovnik came
under the control of Venice, along with
the remaining Dalmatian cities. After
the Peace Treaty of Zadar in 1358,
Dubrovnik achieved relative
independence as a protectorate of the
Kingdom of Hungary.
Between the 14th century and 1808,
Dubrovnik ruled itself as a free state,
although it paid an annual tribute to the
Ottoman sultan. The Republic reached
its peak in the 15th and 16th centuries,
when it rivaled the Republic of Venice
and other maritime republics.
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The old port of Kotor is ringed by steep limestone mountains and
surrounded by fortifications built from the Roman era to the Venetian
period. It is located on the Bay of Kotor deep inland from the Adriatic Sea.
The bay is actually a ria, which is a filled-in river canyon. Together with
picturesque towns, the nearly shear limestone cliffs of the mountains of
Orjen and Lovćen, Kotor offers an impressive landscape. The current
population of Kotor is under 15,000.
In recent years Kotor has seen an explosion in tourists, with a majority
coming by cruise ship. The cruising industry has greatly expanded in the
Mediterranean recently requiring an expanded offering of port destinations.
Kotor is the new beneficiary offering the
mild environment of the Gulf of Kotor,
the spectacular natural scenery and the
history of the old town.
Where Your Ship Docks – There aren't
docking facilities that can accommodate
large cruise ships so the is mostly a tender
port. The tender pier is located just
outside the old city with a tourist
information office and public facilities.
Transportation – Aside from the old city
and the nearby town this is a reasonably
isolated area hemmed in by steep
mountains with its back to the bay. There
are some tour buses that originate at the
pier when ships are in. The old city is
very walkable and if you are up for a hike
there are trails up the mountain behind the
city to the churches and fortifications.
Currency – The currency in Montenegro since 2002 is the Euro. One can
exchange currency in banks or in numerous exchange offices and other currencies are not usually accepted in
shops. Credit cards are welcome and there are some ATM's.

History - The oldest known
building in Montenegro is an
early Christian basilica, dating
from the 6th century, based on
archaeological evidence, it was
uncovered under the Church of
Our Lady of Remedy.
Kotor is part of the World
Heritage Site named the Natural
and Culturo-Historical Region
of Kotor. The fortified city of
Kotor was also included in
UNESCO's World Heritage Site
list as part of “the Venetian
Works of Defence between 15th
and 17th centuries”.
Roman Era
The town was first mentioned in
Roman writings around 168 BC,
and was known as Acruvium,
(Ancient Greek: Ἀσκρήβιον)

and was part of the
Roman province of
Dalmatia.
The town has been
fortified since the
Middle Ages, when
Emperor Justinian
erected a fortress
above Ascrivium in
535, after expelling
the Ostrogoths.
Ascrivium was
later sacked by the

church
belonging to
the Catholic
Diocese of
Kotor and dates
from 1518. The
church is
perched on the
steep slope of
the St. John
Mountain with
a commanding
view of the Old
Town below.
Saracens in
840. It was
fortified with
walls and
castle near the
peak of Saint Ivan by
Constantine VII in 10th century.
It was one of the more
influential Dalmatian city-states
throughout the early Middle
Ages.The city was part of
Byzantine Dalmatia in that
period, and the modern name of
Kotor probably originated from
its Byzantine name.
Located out in the Bay of Kotor,
Our Lady of the Rocks sits on
a manmade islet. According to
legend, the islet was made over
the centuries by local Croatian
seamen who kept an ancient
oath after finding the icon of
Madonna and Child on the rock
in the sea on July 22, 1452.
Upon returning from each
successful voyage, they laid a
rock in the Bay. Over time,
the islet gradually emerged
from the sea.
Another church
sitting far
above the old
town is the
Lady of
Remedy, along
with the
Byzantine Fort
St. Ivan and
the Chapel of
St. John. The Lady
of Remedy is a
Roman Catholic

If you are in
good shape you
should consider
taking the hike
up the mountain
over the stairs and trail cut into
the rock of the mountain. The
road (walking path) ascends
from behind the Church of St.
Mary Collegiate in the back of
the old town.

Wines of Montenegro - In
Montenegro, grapes were grown
over two thousands
years ago and later
the Romans
brought wine
making knowhow
to the region. With
a perfect climate
for vineyards,
wine making has
flourished in the
region with two
varietals of special
note– dark
“Vranac” and
bright “Krsta”. These
wines carry the names of these
grapes.

