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An out of the way stretch 
of Utah road holds a 
remarkable series of 
prehistoric art. It has 
been described as “the 
world's longest art 
gallery” holding more 
than 10,000 petroglyphs 
and pictographs 
attributed to the Fremont 
culture, a pre-Columbian 
native American peoples. 
Nine Mile Canyon 
provides an opportunity 
to do some great hiking 
and visit some 
remarkable historic sites 
and ancient art. The 
canyon is not 9 miles long 
but actually 46 miles long and holds a number of 
recreational options like hiking, biking, and 
exploring. The canyon also holds a number of private 
ranches and is considered open range so you will 
likely encounter cattle roaming around. Since much 
of the area is private property you should also respect 
posted signs.

Before you head out be sure and take along 
information on the historic locations showing 
distances in miles to each site because on the road 
information signs are hard to locate. The easiest way 
of finding the sites is to pay careful attention to your 
odometer and instructions. There is also small park 
with restrooms and picnic tables on the right of the 
road with a parking lot about a third of the way into 
the canyon.

To get to 9 Mile Canyon from Price, Utah go south 
on 191 and set your GPS for Soldier Creek Road. 
The left turn is 1,000 feet after the Amerigas Propane 
outlet (7600 E US-6, Price, UT 84501).  After the  
turn follow Soldier Creek Road off to the right 
several miles where it becomes 9 Mile Canyon Road 
(GPS coordinates 39.59 -110.64). Continuing on you 
will pass the Soldier Creek Mine parking lot before 
the road climbs a hill. A half mile past the Minnie 

Maude Creek bridge is a 
Bureau of Land 
Management information 
sign with information on the 
canyons sites.

One mile from the BLM 
sign is the old homestead, 
the remains of settlers log 
cabin. Travel on 3.3 miles 
from the homestead to the 
first major petroglyph site. 
Keep your eyes out for small 
signs along the road 
indicating petroglyph 
locations. Most are 10”x24” 
signs mounted on posts but, 
unfortunately many are 

hidden in grass and brush. At 
this stop you can get up close to the petroglyphs. 
They are on a point to the left of the road. You'll find 
them at the base of the rock point, shaded by a ledge. 
This site has a wide variety of figures carved in the 
rock. Above those are more petroglyphs just above 
the narrow ledge. 

3.2 miles from this spot are the first remaining 
structure left by the 
Fremont Indian culture 
dating back to 600 
AD. On the left find a 
flat rock on top of the 
hill. Several hundred 
yards below that rock 
and slightly to the left, 
there is a rock cliff 
with several long 
cracks in it. On the 
low ridge to the right 
are round pit houses.

In 2.4 miles father as 
the road curves around 
a balanced rock 
formation on the left 
of the road stop just 



around the corner from the rock and to the left is 

another site with a 
variety of figures. 
Examine the rocks on 
both sides of the main 
petroglyphs for more 
art. If you're careful 
you can also climb up 
to the ledge.

In another 1.4 miles 
look for smooth 
sections of rock with 
black patina, to the 
left of the road about 
halfway up the hill. 
There are carvings all 
along this section. In 
particular, note the 
section with some  
figures of human 
shapes with head gear. 
There are also figures of deer, and geometric designs.  
Again if you are careful, you can climb up to the 
petroglyphs.

Going another 1.4 miles stop at a line of trees. To 
your left, halfway up the hillside is a smooth black 

rock face with a design of 
a large snake. With your 
binoculars, examine the 
rock faces on both sides 
of the snake. To its right 
is a rock with a number 
of figures.

In 3.5 miles there are 
remains of an ancient 
granary are clearly 
visibly. The front of the 
granary is gone, but the 
floor, ceiling, and walls 
can still be seen clearly. 

1.0 mile father is an intact granary. As you cross a 
cattle guard, to your left is a lone cedar tree just 

at the base of a cliff. Follow the ledge the tree 
is on to the right halfway across the cliff. The 
intact granary is there perched on the rock. 
Another granary is 1.5 miles from that site. It 
will be directly ahead of you up the road on a 
cliff face. Find a light-colored rock with an 
opening and the granary is in the crevice.

Travel another 2.5 miles to Rassmussen's 
Cave and a great display of pictographs.

In another mile take the right fork to 
Cottonwood Canyon and in 0.9 miles on the 
ridge behind you is the remains of a Fremont 
Village. You can hike up the hillside to the 
west to visit the rocks that outline where 
several round pit houses stood. There are 
remains of other structures built around  large 
boulders. To the north on the other side of the 
canyon is a long ledge lined with more 

structures.

In another 0.3 miles on a 
rock outcrop on the right 
just above the road, is the 
canyons most famous 
petroglyph of a  hunting 
scene.

As you drive in and out of 
the canyon and hike its 
trails keep you eyes open 
for petroglyphs as this area 
is one of the highest 
concentrations of this 

primitive art in 
the country.

As a historical 
note, the 
Fremont 
culture is a 
pre-Columbian 
archaeological 
culture which 
has been dated 
from 200 BC 
to 1300 AD. It 
occupied areas 
near to, but 
distinctly 
different from 
the Ancestral Pueblo peoples located to their south. 
In Navajo culture, the pictographs are credited to a 
people who lived before the flood. North American 
Indian cultures contain flood narratives probably 
recalling floods in the wake of the last ice age.


