
On the northeast coast of Italy 
is the city of Ravenna. It is 
more a beach resort than a port 
city but there is a pier capable 
of docking cruise ships. Not 
well known as a tourist 
destination when compared to 
its neighbor Venice or Rome 

and Florence, it is home to 
some remarkable attractions. 
Ravenna was at one time one 

of the most important cities in 
Italy. Its port was once a base 
of the Roman Adriatic fleet, 
and gained even greater 
importance when Emperor 
Honorius moved his court 
there in 402 AD, making 
Ravenna the capital of the 
Western Roman 
Empire. 
Emperor 
Honorius and his 
sister, Galla 
Placidia, started 
a building 
program to make 
the city a 
Christian center 
and brought in 
the worlds 
greatest mosaic 
artists. The 
mosaics 
embellished 
their new churches 
and even today they are 
considered the finest collection 
of Byzantine mosaic works in 
the world. It remained a seat of 
power through the sixth-
century with the Ostrogoth 
king Theodoric the Great and 

later the seat of the region's 
Byzantine governor.

Where Your Ship Docks
Cruise ships dock at a pier to 
the south of a channel that 
leads to a series of canals and a 
lagoon that were once the 

docking harbor for a fifth 
century Roman fleet. Today 
the area is mostly a small boat 
marina and a beach resort. 
The city is about six miles 
inland and there are usually 
shuttle buses available. Other 
than the beach area there is 
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Ravenna is home to the world’s largest 
and best preserved collection of  Byzantine 
mosaic works. Over fifteen-hundred 
years old they appear today just as if 
they were created yesterday.

The local currency is the Euro and major 
credit cards are widely accepted. Currency  
exchanges are hard to find but there are a 
number of ATM machines available. The 
historic city is a good shopping district 
with are a number of good cafes and 
restaurants.

Attractions
Today Ravenna draws tourists especially 
because of the magnificence of those 
mosaics along with the the number of fifth 

century religious buildings in 
the city. 

The Basilica of San 
Vitale is a major church 
and one of the most 
important surviving 
examples of early 
Christian Byzantine art 
and architecture in 
Europe. The church is of 
extreme importance in 
Byzantine art, as it is the 
only major church from 
the period of the Emperor 

Justinian I. It was built in 526 AD it 
survives virtually intact to the present 
day. It was the prototype for the Hagia 
Sophia, a cathedral built at 
Constantinople under the direction of 
emperor Justinian I. It is considered to 
be the most important Byzantine 
structure in the world and one of the 
world’s great monuments.

Mausoleum of Galla Placidia - The 
UNESCO citation calls this "the earliest 
and best preserved of all mosaic 
monuments, and at the same time one of 
the most artistically perfect."

Basilica di 
San 
Francesco - 
In its 
churchyard, 
is the large 
tomb of 
Dante, the 
great Italian 

writer.

Museo Nazionale – The museum is 
housed in the cloisters of the former 
Benedictine Monastery and has excellent 
collections of carved ivories, textiles 
from the Coptic to Renaissance periods, 
icons, and ancient weapons.

little of interest near the pier. 
From the pier into Ravenna you 
will pass numerous fishing 
cabins with elaborate nets 
common in the region.

Transportation

For a day in Ravenna 
the best choice is to 
take the shuttle bus 
which is usually 
provided to get into 
the city. The historic 
city center has a lot 
to see in a reasonably 
compact area and is 
easy to walk. 
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