
Ho Chi Minh City, as it is 
officially called, is a sprawling 
city located on the delta of the 
Dong Nai River but even locals 
still call it by its original name, 

Saigon. Picture motor scooters 
by the thousands seeming to 
travel with no traffic rules. 
Many scooters stacked high 
with cartons, luggage or even 
with whole families onboard. A 
skyline of modern skyscrapers 
standing above twisting streets 
teaming with vendors.

Where Your Ship Docks - With 
the rapid industrialization 
recently of Vietnam a number of 
port facilities have been built 
along the channels of the Dong 
Nai River and usually they are 
referred to by 
the name of the 
nearest town 
like Phu My. 
Currently there 
are a number of 
locations where 
cruise ships can 
dock. These are 
all working 
industrial ports 
where cruise 
terminals are 
generally not 
available.  
Vietnam is 
planning 
expansion to 
meet this growing demand.

he SPCT Port is one of the 
locations where cruise ships 
have docked and is about fifteen 
to twenty miles from Saigon. 
More recently ships are using 
the SP-PSA Saigon International 

Terminal which, by road, is over 
thirty miles from Saigon. In 
either case there is very little 
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The Saigon skyline rises 
above the Dong Nai 
River.  Shops near 
Đồng Khởi Street and 
war relics in a shop 
window.
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   Saigon streets, the Củ Chi tunnels 
and An Đông Market

within five miles of the dock area 
to interest or accommodate 
visitors and getting into Saigon 
will require either a tour or a taxi. 
Most cruise ships offer a range of 
tours with trips into Saigon as 
well as down to the Mekong 
River the most popular.

There is also Ba Son Cruise 
Terminal located near Ho Chi 
Minh City but it is too far up river 
to host the larger ocean cruise 
ships. It is primarily used for 
excursion boats.

Transportation – Most cruise 
passengers take advantage of 
buses arranged by their ships. 
Usually taxis are available and a 
one-way trip into Ho Chi Minh 
City will cost about 700,000 
Dong or about US$30 (be sure 
and confirm the price before 
starting out). If your goal is to get 
into Saigon and explore on your 
own, especially if there are 
several people, a taxi is the most 
economical. Additionally Uber is 
becoming popular in Vietnam so 
if you are inclined to use ride-

of cultural centers. Vietnam and this city are a shopper’s paradise with 
bargains at every turn. The city has a number of major markets with An 
Đông Market being the most popular for general merchandise. There is 
also Đồng Khởi Street and surrounding neighborhood for upscale 
shopping and restaurants.

Americans And The Ghosts Of The War   – 
I, like many Americans, served in Vietnam 
during the war and I have spoken to a number 
of war vets about going back to visit. If you've 
been concerned, don't be. The Vietnamese 
people are very welcoming and officially the 
United States is now an important ally. While 
they have made an effort to preserve war 
history like the museum and the Củ Chi 
tunnels* there is little resentment. You can 
still visit the Rooftop Bar on the ninth floor of 
the Caravelle Saigon remembered for its role 
in the Vietnam War as the location of the daily  
war correspondents briefing, and the 
journalist's favorite watering hole, the rooftop 
of the Rex Hotel. Both still there and looking much the same.

*The tunnels where the Viet Cong and the NVA hid from the American and ARVN soldiers.

Libero purus sodales mauris, 
eu vehicula lectus velit nec velit

share refer to your app for availability. We have 
heard that Uber drivers can be scarce near the 
port but are common in town.

Currency – Currently the US Dollar is worth 
about 23,000 Vietnamese Dong but the good 
news is the Vietnamese gladly accept American 
Dollars.

Attractions – The primary destination is 
Saigon where major sights include the Notre 
Dame Cathedral, the Central Post Office, the 
War Remnants Museum, Independence Palace 
(formally the Presidential Palace) and a number 


